&) CONSERVATIONCERTIFICATION'

WHC Conservation Certification® Standard Revision

Version 1.1 | 2019

WHC Conservation Certification Version 1.1 OVEIVIEW......cccueiviiiiriieeiiieenieeeriieesieessieeesreessreeesesesssaeeesanees 1
[ Y o] 1 - | O ST UTTRPRI 1
CAVES & SUDTEITANEAN. ...ttt ettt ettt sttt b ettt b e st et et et s b e st e e et ebesbe b eneene 1
DIBSIT et R e s s e s e s e s e s b e s ae s b s anesane e 1
0] =] ST PP P PP PP 2
GrASSIANG ettt h e R bbb b e st b re e neene 2
LaNASCAPEMA ... iiiiiieieiereet ettt ettt sttt s bt st et e st sae et et e s besa b et e besbe s st et e besbe e st et e beehte st enbesheensenbentas 2
MArTNE INTEITIAAN .e.veieieiete ettt st b e bt e e s b ne e e e ne 2
OTNEE HADITATS ..ttt ettt b et b bt b e bt e e ese e b e e e e eneene 3
ROCKY AFBAS ..ttt sttt st ettt st e st sbe et et e s be s bt e be b e sbessbenbebesbeessenbenbesssensentessasnsensenss 3
Wetlands & Water BOGIES .....ccuevueiririeieiriesieeteeei ettt ettt ettt sr et sbesneseenis 3
Y o =Tof =T T U P USRS 4
AV ettt h et h e e h et h e a et e R e e b e a et e Rt e R e e Rt e b e e Rt e R e et e R e eh e e Rt et e b e e Rt et e nbesbe et enrenres 4
B AT et R R e R s R s R e e R e e e R e e s R e e s R et e ae e e et e e e e nneeareenresareeaes 5
[NV@SIVE SPECIS ..ottt ettt ettt sttt s bt et e st e s bt e ae et et e s b e e st et e b e sbeeneenbesbesbeentenbesbesneensenees 8
IVIAIMIMIALS <ottt sttt et b e sttt e st s b st e e et e bt s b e b et e st e bt s b et et e st s b e st et et eneebesbe st eneene 9
OENEE SPELIES ittt ettt ettt b b st e e ae b e s b et et e be st et et e bt sb et et enesb e st et eneebe st e bensens 10
POIINATOIS ottt sttt b st sttt s b st e e et e st e b s b et et e b e b et et ene e bt enbentens 11
Reptiles & AMPIIDIANS ..ottt sbe s s e besbesbeessesbesbasssensensens 13
Reptiles & AMPhibians (CONTINUE) ....cuiiiirieieireeeereee ettt s 14
o [UTor- 1 d o] o [P O TOTTOTOTOPO PP PPOTRTSTRRPPPRR 15
Awareness & CommMUNItY ENGAZEIMENT .....eiviiiviiiiieieeieeieeie ettt e sre e e sbeesbeesbeesseesseesbeens 15
FOIMNIAl LEAINING wevtetiiiiieeteierie sttt ettt et e s te st et e s besbeess et e sbesbeessessesbesssessensessesssensensessesssensens 15
TEAINMINE ettt ettt ettt et e b e et e e be st e et e esbeeabeeabeeabeeabeesbeeabeesbeenbaeabaesbeenbeenseebaeseenseensenns 15

Conservation Certification Updates | wildlifehc.org



WHC Conservation Certification Version 1.1 Overview

Modifications to WHC Conservation Certification as part of Version 1.1 (v1.1) were implemented
during the transition to a new online system. The decisions were made by an inter-departmental
group of WHC staff that represented corporate, site/program, and communication perspectives as
well as the credibility, reviewer and data considerations of the Certification Department.

Most modifications were enacted for consistency across project types to allow for improved
reporting capabilities. Questions that were not evaluated as part of the application, did not result in
reportable data, and were often misunderstood by applicants were removed. Two upload fields
were added based on feedback received from applicants. No changes were made to the scoring.

All 2016-2018 data was mapped into improved fields to ensure consistency of future reporting. The
effective date for all v1.1 modifications was June 6, 2019 (the launch of the new online system).

Habitat

Invasive species; Plant
abundance and/or
diversity; Other

Application | Change | Application Question Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Monitoring | Updated | Select each type of Cave/Subterranean- Streamlined for
Checkbox | monitoring that is being | dependent wildlife; consistency in
Options carried out. Hydrology, erosion data reporting.
and/or stability;
Invasive species; Plant
abundance and/or
diversity; Other
Application | Change Application Question | Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Monitoring | Updated | Select each type of Desert-dependent Streamlined for
Checkbox | monitoring that is wildlife; Hydrology, consistency in
Options being carried out. erosion and/or stability; | data reporting.
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Application | Change Application Question Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Monitoring | Updated | Select each type of Forest-dependent Streamlined for
Checkbox | monitoring that is being | wildlife; Invasive consistency in
Options carried out. species; Plant data reporting.
abundance and/or
diversity; Other
Application | Change | Application Question Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Monitoring | Updated | Select each type of Grassland-dependent Streamlined for
Checkbox | monitoring that is being | wildlife; Invasive consistency in
Options carried out. species; Plant data reporting.
abundance and/or
diversity; Other
Application | Change | Application Question Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Monitoring | Updated | Select each type of Invasive species; Streamlined for
Checkbox | monitoring that is being | Landscape-dependent consistency in
Options carried out. wildlife; Plant data reporting.
abundance and/or
diversity; Other
Application | Change | Application Question Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Monitoring | Updated | Select each type of Hydrology, erosion Streamlined for
Checkbox | monitoring that is being | and/or stability; Invasive | consistency in
Options carried out. species; Marine data reporting.

Intertidal-dependent
wildlife; Plant
abundance and/or
diversity; Other
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Application | Change | Application Question Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Monitoring | Added Select each type of Invasive species; Plant Consistency with
Question | monitoring that is being | abundance and/or other habitat
carried out. diversity; Specific project types.
habitat-dependent
wildlife; Other
Application | Change | Application Question Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Monitoring | Updated | Select each type of Hydrology, erosion Streamlined for
Checkbox | monitoring that is being | and/or stability; Invasive | consistency in
Options carried out. species; Plant data reporting.
abundance and/or
diversity; Rocky Area-
dependent wildlife;
Other
Application | Change | Application Question | Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Management | Added Provide a timeline of Consistency with
Question | maintenance and other other habitat
completed activities. project types.
Monitoring Updated | Select each type of Hydrology, erosion Streamlined for
Checkbox | monitoring that is and/or stability; consistency in
Options being carried out. Invasive species; Plant data reporting.
abundance and/or
diversity;
Wetland/Water body-
dependent wildlife;
Other
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Species

Application | Change | Application Question Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Scope Removed | Briefly describe what Duplicative of
Question | activities are taking management and
place to address the monitoring
targeted species. questions.
Scope Removed | Does a significant Question was
Question | percentage or a often not
significantly large understood by
number of one or more applicants and
targeted bird species did not earn
use the project points.
location?
Scope Removed | If so, please list the Question often
Question | species, estimate of the not understood
population size, and the by applicants and
significance of the did not earn
population. points.
Scope Removed | Is the project targeting Duplicative of
Question | native bird species targeted species
found at the project question.
location or in the area?
Habitat & Removed | How important is this Question often
Life Cycle Question | type of feature to not understood
Needs maintaining by applicants and
populations of the did not earn
targeted species? points.
Habitat & Updated | Which of the major Breeding or Nesting; Streamlined for
Life Cycle Checkbox | habitat and/or life cycle | Foraging; Hibernating or | consistency in
Needs Options needs does your project | Wintering; Migratory data reporting.
address for the targeted | stopover; Movement
species? corridors; Shelter;
Water; Other
Monitoring | Added If applicable: List any Consistency with
Question | external organizations other species

the monitoring data is
submitted to.

project types.

Page 4

Conservation Certification Updates

wildlifehc.org




Application | Change | Application Question Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Monitoring | Updated | Select each type of Direct observation of Streamlined for
Checkbox | monitoring that is being | the target species (e.g. consistency in
Options carried out. visual counts, call data reporting.
surveys); Observation of
indicators that the
target species was
present (e.g. tracks);
Remote observation of
the target species (e.g.
camera trapping); Other
Application | Change | Application Question | Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Scope Added What plants or Consistency with
Question | structures have been other species
added or maintained to project types.
benefit the species?
Scope Removed | Briefly describe what Duplicative of
Question | activities are taking management and
place to address the monitoring
targeted species. questions.
Scope Removed | What specific features Duplicative of
Question | have been added or plants or
maintained to benefit structures added
the species? or maintained
question.
Design of Removed | Did specific design or Duplicative of
New Question | placement question asked
Features considerations about
maximize the benefit of considerations
new features like an for new features.
artificial water source?
Design of Removed | Did specific design or Duplicative of
New Question | placement question asked
Features considerations about
maximize the benefit of considerations
new food sources for for new features.
the targeted bat
species?
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Application | Change | Application Question Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Design of Removed | How did specific design Duplicative of
New Question | or placement question asked
Features considerations about
maximize the benefit of considerations
new food sources for for new features.
the targeted bat
species?
Design of Removed | How did specific design Duplicative of
New Question | or placement question asked
Features considerations about
maximize the benefit of considerations
new features like an for new features.
artificial water source?
Design of Removed | Upload documentation Duplicative of
New Question | of the specific documentation
Features considerations. upload for new
features.
Design of Removed | Upload documentation Duplicative of
New Question | of the specific documentation
Features considerations. upload for new
features.
Design of Removed | Was the artificial water Consistency with
New Question | source installed to other species
Features provide alternative project types.
habitat components
due to the impact of
operations?
Design of Removed | Was the food source Consistency with
New Question | installed to provide other species
Features alternative habitat project types.
components due to the
impact of operations?
Habitat & Added Describe how the plants Consistency with
Life Cycle Question | or structures address other species
Needs each of the habitat project types.
and/or life cycle needs
selected above.
Habitat & Added Upload documentation Consistency with
Life Cycle Question | of the plants or other species
Needs structures that benefit project types.

the species.
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Application | Change | Application Question | Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Habitat & Added Which of the major Breeding or Nesting; Streamlined for
Life Cycle Question | habitat and/or life cycle | Foraging; Hibernating consistency in
Needs needs does your or Wintering; Migratory | data reporting.
project address for the | stopover; Shelter;
targeted species? Water; Other
Management | Added Describe the population Consistency with
Question | management measures other species
being taken to achieve project types.
or maintain a healthy
population.
Management | Added Is population Consistency with
Question | management part of other species
your bats project? project types.
Management | Added Select the types of Consistency with
Question | population other species
management you are project types.
doing.
Management | Added Upload a population Consistency with
Question | management plan if other species
applicable. project types.
Management | Removed | Describe how you are Duplicative of
Question | managing or management
maintaining your guestion.
artificial roost or
hibernaculum.
Management | Removed | Describe how you are Duplicative of
Question | managing or management
maintaining your qguestion.
artificial water source.
Management | Removed | Describe how you are Duplicative of
Question | managing or management
maintaining your food question.
source.
Management | Removed | Describe how you are Duplicative of
Question | managing or management
maintaining your question.
natural roost or
hibernaculum.
Management | Removed | Describe how you are Duplicative of
Question | managing or management
maintaining your question.
natural water source.
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Application | Change | Application Question | Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Management | Removed | What other bat-specific Duplicative of
Question | management activities management
are taking place that question.
have not yet been
described?
Management | Removed | Which habitat Duplicative of
Question | components are you habtiat/life cycle
maintaining or and management
managing? questions.
Monitoring Added Select each type of Direct observation of Streamlined for
Question | monitoring that is being | the target species (e.g. | consistency in
carried out. visual counts, call data reporting.
surveys); Observation
of indicators that the
target species was
present (e.g. tracks);
Remote observation of
the target species (e.g.
camera trapping);
Other
Monitoring Removed | Is there active Duplicative of
Question | monitoring of the monitoring
project? question.
Application | Change | Application Question Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Monitoring | Added If applicable: List any Consistency with
Question | external organizations other species
the monitoring data is project types.
submitted to.
Monitoring | Added Select each type of Direct observation of Consistency with
Question | monitoring that is being | the target species (e.g. other species
carried out. visual counts, call project types.
surveys); Observation
of indicators that the
target species was
present (e.g. tracks);
Remote observation of
the target species (e.g.
camera trapping); Other
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Application | Change | Application Question Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Monitoring | Removed | Is there active Duplicative of
Question | monitoring of the monitoring
project? qguestion.
Application | Change | Application Question | Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Scope Removed | Briefly describe what Duplicative of
Question | activities are taking management and
place to address the monitoring
targeted species. questions.
Habitat & Updated | Which of the major Breeding or Nesting; Streamlined for
Life Cycle Checkbox | habitat and/or life cycle | Foraging; Hibernating consistency in
Needs Options needs does your or Wintering; data reporting.
project address for the | Movement corridors;
targeted species? Shelter; Water; Other
Management | Added Does the project Consistency with
Question | address a specific other species
threat to the targeted project types.
species?
Management | Added Identify the specific Consistency with
Question | threat to the targeted other species
species and describe project types.
measures being taken
to address the threat.
Monitoring Updated | Select each type of Direct observation of Streamlined for
Checkbox | monitoring that is the target species (e.g. | consistency in
Options being carried out. visual counts, call data reporting.
surveys);, Observation
of indicators that the
target species was
present (e.g. tracks);
Remote observation of
the target species (e.g.
camera trapping);
Other
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Application | Change | Application Question | Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Management | Added Does the project Consistency with
Question | address a specific other species
threat to the targeted project types.
species?
Management | Added Identify the specific Consistency with
Question | threat to the targeted other species
species and describe project types.
measures being taken
to address the threat.
Scope Removed | Briefly describe what Duplicative of
Question | activities are taking management and
place to address the monitoring
targeted species. questions.
Habitat & Added Which of the major Breeding or Nesting; Consistency with
Life Cycle Question | habitat and/or life cycle | Foraging; Hibernating other species
Needs needs does your or Wintering; Migratory | project types.
project address for the | stopover; Movement
targeted species? corridors; Shelter;
Water; Other
Management | Added Is population Consistency with
Question | management part of other species
your other species project types.
project?
Management | Added Select the types of Consistency with
Question | population other species
management you are project types.
doing.
Management | Added Upload a population Consistency with
Question | management plan if other species
applicable. project types.
Management | Added Describe the Consistency with
Question | population other species
management measures project types.
being taken to achieve
or maintain a healthy
population.
Monitoring Added If applicable: List any Consistency with
Question | external organizations other species

the monitoring data is
submitted to.

project types.
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Application | Change | Application Question | Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Monitoring Added Select each type of Direct observation of Consistency with
Question | monitoring that is being | the target species (e.g. | other species
carried out. visual counts, call project types.
surveys); Observation
of indicators that the
target species was
present (e.g. tracks);
Remote observation of
the target species (e.g.
camera trapping);
Other
Application | Change | Application Question | Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Scope Removed | Briefly describe what Duplicative of
Question | activities are taking management and
place to address the monitoring
targeted species. questions.
Habitat & Updated | Which of the major Breeding or Nesting; Streamlined for
Life Cycle Checkbox | habitat and/or life cycle | Foraging; Hibernating consistency in
Needs Options needs does your or Wintering; Migratory | data reporting.
project address for the | stopover; Shelter;
targeted species? Water; Other
Management | Added Does the project Consistency with
Question | address a specific other species
threat to the targeted project types.
species?
Management | Added Identify the specific Consistency with
Question | threat to the targeted other species
species and describe project types.
measures being taken
to address the threat.
Management | Added Is population Consistency with
Question | management part of other species
your pollinators project types.
project?
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Application | Change | Application Question | Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Management | Added Select the types of Consistency with
Question | population other species
management you are project types.
doing.
Management | Added Describe the Consistency with
Question | population other species
management measures project types.
being taken to achieve
or maintain a healthy
population.
Management | Added Upload a population Consistency with
Question | management plan if other species
applicable. project types.
Monitoring Added If applicable: List any Consistency with
Question | external organizations other species
the monitoring data is project types.
submitted to.
Monitoring Updated | Select each type of Direct observation of Streamlined for
Checkbox | monitoring that is the target species (e.g. | consistency in
Options being carried out. visual counts, call data reporting.
surveys); Observation
of indicators that the
target species was
present (e.g. tracks);
Remote observation of
the target species (e.g.
camera trapping);
Other
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Application | Change | Application Question | Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Scope Removed | Briefly describe what Duplicative of
Question | activities are taking management and
place to address the monitoring
targeted species. questions.
Habitat & Updated | Which of the major Breeding or Nesting; Streamlined for
Life Cycle Checkbox | habitat and/or life cycle | Foraging; Hibernating or | consistency in
Needs Options needs does your Wintering; Migratory data reporting.
project address for the | stopover; Movement
targeted species? corridors; Shelter;
Water; Other
Management | Added Does the project Consistency with
Question | address a specific other species
threat to the targeted project types.
species?
Management | Added Identify the specific Consistency with
Question | threat to the targeted other species
species and describe project types.
measures being taken
to address the threat.
Management | Added Is population Consistency with
Question | management part of other species
your Reptiles & project types.
Amphibians project?
Management | Added Select the types of Consistency with
Question | population other species
management you are project types.
doing.
Management | Added Describe the Consistency with
Question | population other species
management project types.
measures being taken
to achieve or maintain
a healthy population.
Management | Added Upload a population Consistency with
Question | management plan if other species
applicable. project types.
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Application | Change | Application Question | Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Monitoring Added If applicable: List any Consistency with
Question | external organizations other species
the monitoring data is project types.
submitted to.
Monitoring Updated | Select each type of Direct observation of Streamlined for
Checkbox | monitoring that is the target species (e.g. consistency in
Options being carried out. visual counts, call data reporting.
surveys); Observation
of indicators that the
target species was
present (e.g. tracks);
Remote observation of
the target species (e.g.
camera trapping); Other
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Education

Application | Change | Application Question Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Scope Added Upload documentation Some applicants
Question | of how the project had
supports a community documentation
need, if applicable. but lacked a place
to provide this
information.
Evaluation Added Upload documentation Some applicants
Question | of the implementation had
evaluation, if applicable. documentation
but lacked a place
to provide this
information.
Application | Change | Application Question Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Scope Added Upload documentation Some applicants
Question | of how the project had
supports a community documentation
need, if applicable. but lacked a place
to provide this
information.
Evaluation | Added Upload documentation Some applicants
Question | of the implementation had
evaluation, if applicable. documentation
but lacked a place
to provide this
information.
Application | Change | Application Question Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Scope Added Upload documentation Some applicants
Question | of how the project had
supports a community documentation
need, if applicable. but lacked a place
to provide this
information.
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Application | Change | Application Question Updated Reasoning
Section Type
Scope Removed | List the Consistency with
Question | lessons/experiences other education
along with the learning project types.
goals/requirements that
they meet.
Scope Removed | What is the source of Question was
Question | your learning goals? often not
understood by
applicants and
did not earn
points.
Evaluation Added Upload documentation Some applicants
Question | of the implementation had

evaluation, if applicable.

documentation
but lacked a place
to provide this
information.
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